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Who We Are

Last year, after 20 years of focused collecting in a very specific slice of Americana, we
issued our first catalogue, and we want to thank all of our new friends, clients, and colleagues who
made it a successuccessful enough, at any rate,tftere to be a Catalogue 2. Like Catalogue 1,
our second contains twenfiye items with important stories to tell, stories that range widely across
the American experience: from the risk book of a London underwriter during the War of 1812 to
the only miitary encounter between the United States and Texas, from an unrecorded broadside
that captures the birth of San Francisco to
of Harvard University to the diary of a young teacher in ReconstruetimNashville; and from
the poignant words of a young African American cadet unjustly dismissed from West Point to the
plainspoken narrative of an elderly woman writing of her captivity as a child. Whether manuscript
diaries, ledgers, and letters, printed paml et s and br oadsi des, phot
spelling book, they all contribute new ways of seeing and thinking about the broader currents of
American history. Our name is what they have in common. They are primary sources, and they
are largéy uncharted. Thigall, like last, we offer a new catalogue with twefitye unexpected
items, fresh to the trade. So thanks again to everyone who supported our first effort, and we hope
that you enjoy browsing Catalogue 2. We look forward to hearorg you.

Terms of Sale

-- All items are offered subject to prior sale. To reserve an item, please telephone or email.
-- All items are guaranteed to be authentic and as descriltedarw defects noted.

-- Item illustrations are not to scalele&se read specified dimensiqgs/en width first)

-- All domesticorders shippetdlia UPS orFederal Expresst cost

-- All overseas ordershippedairmail, at cost.

-- Returnsacceped in14 days of receipt for any reasamth notificationin advance of return.

-- Net 30 dayg, payable in US funds. Check or major credit card via PayPal preferred

-- Libraries andnstitutions may be billedn approvahccording to budgaty requirements.

-- Michigan residentpleaseadd 6.25% sales tax
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We b s t SpellibgsBook Providence 1789: The Only Known Complete Copy

Few men of his generation, especially among those not renowned for their political careers,
have had such a contious influence on American society and culturélaah Webster. Writer,
editor, publisher, lexicographer, and educational pioneer, his name today is all but synonymous
with his greatest achievement, the monumental dictionary he publish888nafter nearly three
decades of ceaseldabor-asAn American Dstionary of the English Languagé et had Webster
never completed nor even conceived this remarkable work, his would still have been a household
namethroughoutthe 18th andl9th centuriesduelargelyto the extraordinary successto$ little
book thatcame to be known ake BlueBack $eller, so namefor thedistinctivepapercovering
used inmany latereditions. First published a¥he First Part of tk Grammatical Institute of the
English Languagat Hartford in 1783the Second Partvas a grammar, thehird Part a reader,)
Webstelithoroughlyrevised its text andave it a simple new titie 1787that would see it through
dozens of editions over the decades to cdrhe:American Spelling BooKhus remade, it would
becomehe bestselling book of any kindiuringthe early years of theepublic.
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Webster, who graduated from Yale College in 1778, had already failed aa te@bher
and a lawyer when he arrived at Goshen, New York, in 1782 and fotisiedcond school for
young pupils the first-which he established in Sharon, Connecticut, in :-h@&tl barelybeen in
sessiorfor three monthsvhenheabruptly and still rather mysteriously dismissed his students and
left town). It was in Goshen thaklbegan the first draft of hiSrammatical Institute Webster
was a fervent Amécan, and he insisted with tisame fervor thahis new nation needed a new
pedagogy distinctly its own. The earlier spelling and grammar books so popular in the American
cooni es, n a m&New Guidle tb theo Englishdfongaen d F e NewiGnagdas of
the English Languagevould not do for an independent Ameriderom 1783 to 1785, each part
of his ownGrammatical Instituteappeared at Hartford in its first edition, the first two under the
imprint of Hudson and Goodwin, the last of Barlow and Babcock. Although all three parts were
revised and reprinted in multiple editionginto the 19th century, neither the grammar ther
reader enjoyed the success of the spelling book, which has never been out of print.

Over its first three years, the speller went through six editions, five appearing in Hartford
and one (the 5th) in Bostoithe grammar and reader each saw but tviboms during those same
years. Initial reviewsof the groupvere mixed, at best, so Webster undertoo&rafulrevisionof
all three parts, releasing them together in 1787. What he had originallyRéed. Containing
a new and accurate standaodl pronunciation became insteathe American Spelling Booldnd
so it would remain througho fewer than 260 editions, when in 1829 he isstlesl Elementary
Spelling Boolka s improvdmeri o n  Arhedcanspelier.

Aswithsomanearly books intended for a Spelingeni |
Bookwere read to pieces, often passed from sibling to sibling in the same household, then from
parents to children, and again from sibling to sibling. Despite having sattlya million copies
by 1800,these spread amowgzens otditions printed in more than half a dozen sitéd towns
across New Englan@ll 18th-centuryprintingsof the Americanspellerare scarce todayWhen
Webster issued his revised text in 1787, heiooed the edition number from that of its forerunner
in theGrammatical Institutesuch that the first issue ®heAmerican Spelling Bookas counted
as the seventh editi onbimidgraghyod dSMedlslter.6s PDlkudd
lists 52 editions of thAmericanspeller published befoE800. Of these&5 existas ghosts, with
documentary evidence of their publication but no copies known to have survived. Another nine
have survived in a single copwyly, per Skeel and our own exhaustive search of OCLC, where we
identified four editions unknown to Skeel, three of which also exist as single copies. In all, our
search of OCLCtogethewwvi t h Sk e e | 0 asyielded bui 7angtitutiopalcgpiesof The
American Spelling Bogbublished between 1787 and 17909f these, on¢hird (23) are desired
as imperfectwhether mutilated, lackinggxt pages, or both.

The example that we offer here is just the second known copy of the 1789 Proisdaace
(the only Provi denc estyledasiuTeh eo f T WiEeLbFST He r EBdsi  tsipoenl
producediy famedprinter John CarterPrior to our discovery of this example, the onljknown
copy--in the collections ofthe American Antiquarian Society-wasimperfect, lacking all after
p. 146and with pp. ii-iv and 142146 described as mutilated While the presentopy may lack
an initial blank endpaper (none is present, at any riats)the only known textually complete
exampleof this edition, with its original binding in very good condition. The binding consists
of plain wood boards with gray paper covers, largely intact, and a calf spine. Some of these early
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editions were published with a frontispiece portrait of GeWlvgshingtoni(e.,Skeel 7, 8, and 28

though the presence of a frontis. in 7 and 8 is only suggested from contemporary advertisements,
since no copies of either edition is known to have suryigedf Webster himself (a5 editions
publishedby Thomas and Andrewat Bostorfrom 1789 to 1803). Most, however, like the John
Carterissue offered here, had only woodcuttemt illustrations.Upon the blank verso of the final

leaf,a previous owneJames Tourtlothas penned a warning:

Steal ot this Book
My honest friend for
Fear the gallows will be
Your end for jesus christ
Will come and say where
Is that book you stole away

Websterdés precarious finances | imited the p
runaway success. His nearpaverishment at the time of its release forced him to ask publishers
for payment upfront, rather than seek a return on the number of copieAsdidonaghan notes,

Anlt was his publishers, not Webster, righttto wer e (g
his books were worth $2000 a year to their publ
hands till this timeinlbaweg 6bmmi ghnhenowdd8ave birod

82). In 1790, the U. S. Congress passeqigbt law that gave all authors the rights to their own
booksfor 14 years. When the initial copyrights on his speller expired in 1804, Websterced

a new editionThe American Spelling Book, Revisadd found financial stability for the first time

in his adult life by negotiating new contracts with his publishers. Such stability gave him the steady
income he needed to devote full attention to the task that became his magnuAnopongrican

Dictionary. Yet his speller was hardly finished.elitanded a¥he Elementary Spelling Baak

would enjoy sales of more thammillion copies a yedhroughouthe decadea f t er We b st er 6s
in 1843 by some estimations it had sold more than 100 million copies by 1900. The Internet Public
Library, cit i n g R u sTepelen offEsenythigganksit No. 3 on the list of bestelling books

of all time, just behind/ a o Iite Red Book and the Holy Bible itself.

The earliesteditionso f We b s t e, campletesirgheit driginal bindings, are all
extremelyrare in the trade. Onlya singlepre-1790issue-the first Boston edition of 178%nown
in severainstitutional holdingshas appeared at auction in more than a century (per RBH).

Relevant sources:

Alden, John Eliot

1950 Rhode Islandmprints, 1727180Q Published for the Bibliographical Society of America.
Bowker, New York.

Kendall, Joshua

2010 The Forgotten Founding Father: Noah Webster's Obsession and the Creation of an
American CultureG. P. P ws$, NewrMorle So

Micklethwait, David

2000 Noah Webster anthe American Dictionary McFarland & Co., Jefferson, NC.

Monaghan, E. Jennifer

1983 A Common HeritagedNoah Webster's Bldleack Speller Hamden, CT.
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Ostler, Rosemarie

2015 Founding Grammars: Howarly America's War Over Words Shaped Today's Language
St . Martinds Press, New Yor k.

Skeel, Emily Ellsworth Ford

1958 A Bibliography of he Writings of Noah Webstexdited by Edwin H. Carpenter, Jr. The
New York Public LibraryNY.

Webster, NoahTHE AMERICAN SPELLING BOOK, CONTAINING AN EASY STANDARD
OF PRONUNCIATION BEING THE FIRST PRT OF A GRAMMATICAL INSTITUTE OF
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN THREE PARTS.The Twelfth Edition, with additional lessons.
Printed by John CartegProvidence, m,dcc,Ixxxix [1789]With the Privilege of CopyRright. 153
pp., illus. 12mo @7 cn). Or i gi nal paper covered, wooden
signatureandmanuscriptwarning against theft on blank verso of final leaf. Old spotméont
and rear boarddight edge wearOverall very good.Alden 1190;Skeel 20

1. $45@. SOLD.
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A Unique Handbi |l |l f or FiBtAmgrieamliectureS mi t h Ba

Benjamin Smith Barton is best remembered today as the first professional naturalist in the
United States. When he died in 1815 at the-gtiling age of 49, he had already served for nearly
a quartercentury as the Professor of Natural History and Bogilye University of Pennsylvania,
where he also held the titles of Professor of Materia Medicafalidwing the death of Benjamin
Rush in 1813 Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. In 1803, he had \iigi@ents
of Botany, or Outlinesfdhe Natural History of Vegetables Amer i cads first botan
few years earlier, he had also produced the first works on herpetology and comparative linguistics
by an American scholaHe was a frequent correspondent of President Thomasskaif to whom
he dedicated his book on Native American languages, and who in turn offered Barton the honor of
receiving the first plants collected by the Lewis and Clark expeditienserved as viepresident
of the American Philosophical Society andsvedected to membership in both the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences and the American Antiquarian Society.

Yet in 1789, a future with such accolades must have seemed unlikely, dDbsgite two
years of study at the University of Edinburgh, amdregliest medical schools in the world, Barton
had returned to Philadelphia with no degree to his natiiree performance overseas had fallen far
short of the expectamins set almost from hisbirttBar t ondés f at her, the Rev.
emigrated to Mnerica after taking his degree from the University of Dublin, and in Pennsylvania
he had opened a school in Norristown, tutored at the Academy of Philadelphia, and served as rector
of St. James 0s ICIvodrThdmas marridd &stherd&tankeythe daughter of
a neighboring farmerHer brother, David, was already on the path to establishing himself as one
of the most brilliant scientific minds of his generatidihomas and Esther Barton both died while
Benjamin was still a child, and dte age of 16 he was taken into the home of an older brother in
Philadelphia, where he begaallegiate and medical studieShree years later, he accompanied
Rittenhouse and fellow commissioners in surveying the western boundary of Pennsytwaas.
on this excursion that he obtained his first experience with Native American history, language, and
culture interests he would pursue for the rest of his life.

In 1786, Barton departed Philadelphia for Edinburgh and enrolled in its acclaimed medical
school, widely considered at the time to be the best in the Ergishking world.Barton seems
to have pursued medical studies with zeal, even taking time to proddicstsnerican first: his
Observations on Some Parts of Natural Histesgued in London in 1787, was the first separate
publication devoted in its entirety to the subject of American archaeology, an interest he developed
during his explorations with Rittenhouse in western Pennsylvadig.for reasons that are still
not wdl understood, Barton left Edinburgh without his degriea letter written to his brother in
1789, he claimed to have taken a degree from the University of Gottingen instead, due to what he
perceived as mistreatment at the hands of two faculty at Edimnbtlihere is no evidence, though,
that he ever studied-atnuch less earned a degree fre@ottingen or any other university during
these years abroaddoreover, it was suggested that he had left Edinburgh with funds belonging
to the Royal Medical Sodig funds that were sought but never returned.

In any event, Barton came home to Philadelphia in 1789 with little to show for himself and
began to practice medicine, or physick, in the citgter in the year, the trustees of the Collefye o
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Philadelfia, soon to join with the University of Pennsylvania, created a Professorship in Natural
History and Botany and promptly bestowed it on Bartblie. was 24 years oldlit is difficult not

to believe that Bartonosncainfcd et,r R3ittd endh odescei, s iha
by this time RittehousewasTreasurer of Pennsylvania, afficer of the American Philosophical

Society, a member of the Royal Society of London, and Fellow of the American Academy of Arts

and SciencesAnd onWednesdagvening, he leld a salon at hisdme that was regularly attended

by the likes of Benjamin Franklinthomas Jeffersqrand Francis HopkinsorRegardless of the

source oB a r t gnoddosgunghebegan higpositionin thespring of 1790becoming-according

to his nephew and fellow botaristh y si ci an, Wil |l i am P. C. Barton,
history in Philadelphia, and, so far as | know, the first teacher of natural spertbe American
sidejoftheAt | antic wa).rl do (1816:1

Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton

The handbill that we offer heranique and unrecorded is dated January 1790, during
thatbrieftimeb et we e n amBialrintPbiladélghia and thperiodwhen his faculty position
at the College actually begamdeed, the handbill is a printed advertisement for hisvery first
courses His initial offering, to commence on the first Wednesday in April, was to be a series of
l ectures on the APhi | os o fhenybegnmidg oNtbenfisstiTeelayat ur e o f
in November, he would offer a course of | ecture
Hi st dnrorger  give potential students some insight into the content of these courses, Barton
intended fAto del i ver [&]clbse afthdpeesentsasston of thepMedicali ous | y
School s o His pglanredintradictory leauresannounced in this handbiwo ul d f b e
delivered, on Mond[ay,] the 18th of this monthtime Col | e[ ge WHil¢Bafohi | adel p
confided to Bnjamin Rush as early as 1789 that he lagketedical degee, this does n@ippear
to have deterred himfromr esent i ng hi msel f as AlDfact,BaBanr t ono t
would not obtain that medicalegreeuntil August of1796 whenChristiarAlbrechts University
at Kiel, Germany, awarded him an honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine.

This is the only known imprirpertainngt o Benj ami n sBamterture atBvar t on é s
College of Philadelphiagneyearprior to its merger with the Uwersity of PennsylvaniaEven
more importantly , it is the earliest identified imprint pertainingt o hi s r ol e as Amer i
professional naturalist Allof Bar t onds publ i cat i onisstituicomya | ong b
collectorsalike, and mosére quite scarcen the trade.An ephemeralpreviously unknowntem
such as tis, significantand highly desirablas unlikely to appear again.

Relevant sources:

Barton, William P. C.

1815 A Biographical Sketch Read Pursuant to Appointment before the Philadelphia Medical
Society, at a Stated Meeting, on Saturday, 16th February 1816, of their late President,
Professor Barton Publishd at the Request of the Society.Maxwell, Philadelphia.

Ewan, Joseph, and Nesta Ewan

2007 Benjamin Smith BartoriNaturalist and Physician in Jeffersonian Ameriddissouri
Botanical Garden Press.
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Graustein, Jeannette E.

1961 The EminerBenjamin Smith BartonPennsylvanidMagazine of History & Biography
85:423438.

Hindle, Brooke

1964 David Rittanhouse Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.

McCourt, Richard M.,andEarle E. Spamer

2004 Jefferson's Botanists: Lewis and Clark Discover the Plants dvisgt Academy of
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.

Swensen, Rolf

1997 Benjamin Smith Barton. Biographical Dictionary of American and Canadian
Naturalists and Environmentalistedited by Keir B. Stirling, Richard P. Harmond,
George A. Cevasco, and Lorne F. Hammond, psB59Greenwood Press, Westport, CT.

Whitfield, J. Bell

1971 Benjamin Smith Barton, M.Dlournal of the History of Medicir26:197203.

[NaturalHistory--College ofPhiladelphi& [Benjamin SmithBartor]: LECTURES ON BOTANY
AND / NATURAL HISTORY [caption title]. Philadelphia, January 1st790. Small lroadside
or handbill. 4 3/4 8 1/2in. (12 x 21.5 cm).Lackinglower right corner, costing 11 letters; upper
right corner wrinkled, light foxing and toning/ery good.

2. $279.
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Sheriff Daniel Beasley Delivers a Summons in Mississippi Territory, 1806

Mississippi Territory was born in 1798, three years after Spain signed the Treaty of Madrid
thatcededts possessionsorth of West Florid&o the United States. At first, tfhermal territory
was little more than a narrow strip between the MississippiGhattahoochee rivers, but in 1804
an act of Congress more than doubled itsIsyaacorporating areaceded by the state of Georgia
in the aftermath of the Yazoo land fraud. Finally, the annexation of the Mobile District from West
Florida in 1812 broght the territory to its full extent, including all ofa$e lands that wouldoon
become the states of Mississippi and Alabama in 1817 and 1819, respe@iwehg the 20 years
of its existence, Mississippi Territowyasa training ground for statesmemboon for planters and
speculators, ana haven foscoundrels.This rare summons-issuedduring a disputeover land
between Philip Alston and Thomas Calvit-offers intriguing examples of each

The summons i1itself, headadt@Mi Sdiag ®isppianTe ran
Philip Alston and twaf hisassociatess entirelyin the hand oBeverly R.Grayson17821843)
Graysonwho hasalsosigned thelocumenin his capacity as Clerk of the Supreme Cghatled
from a prominent Virginidamily and had moved to Mississippi as a young miater, he was
appointed auditor of public accounts for the territory, and after Mississggpadmittednto the
Union as it20th state, heervedAdams CountyasRepresentativan thelegislaturefrom 1820 to
1821 He was a prosperous planter long active in the civic affairs of Natchez

The subject of the document was a land dispute between Alston, the defendplaiaiffd
Thomas Calvit. Calvif17481821)was awealthyplantation owner who had come to Mississippi
from North Carolinan 1785after renderingidistinguished services in the North West Campaign
with George Rogers Clarke agaitts¢ British, Indians and Torie¢Stanfill 1991:276).His home
o n C oreek absutl®&miles from Natchezwas known a€alviton It was there, in 1807, that
ColonelAaron Burr tendered his unconditional surrendeh&Secretary and Actingovernorof
Mississippi Territory, Cowles Mead. Burr would later escapehisarrest at Calvitoeffectively
endedhis attempt to create a personal empire in the center of North America.

Philip Alston was the son of Philip Alston, Sr., a notorious counterfeiter who had fled to
Natchez fromNorth Carolina in 1772 or 1773, where seonbecame a prosperous landowaed
planter. Butin 1781, he and his brother led a revolt against Spanish authorities, who were to take
possession diVest FloridajncludingNatchezjn 1783 undetheterms of the Treaty of Paris. The
Al s t rebelidrsfailed; John was takeasprisoner, and Philip fled north to the Cumberland and
apparently continued his counterfeitiacfivities even spendingeveraimonthsin hiding at Cave
in-Rock, lllinois. In the 1790safter Spain ceded West Florida to the United St&teiip returned
to Natchez with his family to find that the Spanish goverrtrhad sold those landi&e abandoned
to Thomas Cal wambng whorRwas Philip dr.stheslefendaete-had occpied
the land on their return. Calvit demanded (kdrwon) their removal.

Yet of all the Mississippi pioneemvolved withthis document, none played as important
a role in southern historyhough for unfortunateif not altogether tragicreasonsas the sheiff
of Washington County, Daniel Beasley, wdeivered thisummons to Alston and signgdwice
on the verso attesting to his actiddeasley, a Virginian by birth, was already weilbown for his

10
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